
AVS2021 Symposium
Reflections from AVS President Professor Gilda Tachedjian



AVG1 2001
Fraser Island 
(K’gari) the 
Beginning

Planes, buses and catamarans…but its worth the trip!





2001 – 2019: 10 x AVG/AVS Meetings so Far

Just Getting Started…



AVS Past Presidents  - Hall of Fame 2001 – 2017

AVS Expert Advisory Committee (2019 - )

Paul Young

AVG Founder

Inaugural AVS President

2001 - 2012

Damian Purcell

AVS President

2012 - 2015

Nigel McMillan

AVS President

2015 - 2017



2013 AVS Queenstown LOC – New Initiatives  

Formalise Awards Eligibility 

and Application Process 
Process to promote diversity 

in invited national and international speakers 

Gilda Tachedjian Jillian Carr Maree Overall

Gender Equity on the Agenda 

Women In Virology Forum 



AVS Joins Social Media in Dec 2016

Dec 2021 - >2000 followers 

Gilda Tachedjian

AVS Vice President

Twitter handler



9th Australasian Virology 
Society Meeting –

Glenelg SA  
8th Dec 2017  -

a new dawn



AVS9 – First Career Development Session
The Ubiquitous Scissor Graph…..



Presenting Awards –
First Task as AVS President - AVS9 Dec 2017 



2018 –
AVS Meetings 
Entering the 
21st Century
From Audio to 
Video (Zoom)

Sorry cant hear you?



Launched 
New AVS 

Website in 
2018 



Introducing Discounts for Journal Article 
Processing Fees for AVS  Members



AVS10 – Back to 
Spectacular 

Queenstown NZ!



AVS2017-2019 Committee and AVS10 LOC



AVS10 – Opening Session Packed House



AVS10- Networking



AVS10- I have 
no words…



AVS10 – The 
Three 

Musketeers? 



AVS10 – Celebrating Achievements 
of Women Trailblazers in 

Australasian Virology



AVS10- Another 

Amazing Photo 

of Queenstown 



AVS10 Innovations
Catchbox Roving 

Microphone



AVS10 – Commanding the stage  



Gender Equity Policy 

Social Media Policy 

AVS New Policies and Initiatives 

– towards a mature society…. 

Harassment Policy 

Parent Room for AVS10



AVS10 – Career Development Session
Successfully Transitioning from Postdoc 
to Lab Head



AVS Gender Equity Policy –
Achieving  Targets



AVS10 Inaugural Indigenous Virology 
Session Speakers 



AVS10  -
Poster Video 

Award Winner



AVS-10 
Presenting 

More awards!



First AVS Published Conference Report 
– It Takes a Village…



AVS10 - Party 

like its 

1999…..



AVS 2019 – 2021 Committee of Management



COVID-19……Life as we know it has changed

Social distancing

Aerosol transmission

Lockdowns

Border closures

Face masks

QR codes

Vaccine certificates

Home schooling

Contact tracing

Hand hygiene 

Hotel quarantine (leaks)



Jan 2020 – SARS-CoV-2 Pandemic –

Virologists in the Media



AVS - Advocacy



AVS Advocacy

Aug 2021 COVID-19 pandemic and need for for investment in medical research/

Pandemic preparedness 



AVS Recognized as the peak body 

representing virologists 

Contacted by media for comment

Representation on the influential forums

Contacted by organisations and government bodies for input relevant to discipline 



Inaugural AVS 
Virtual 

Symposium 
2020

COVID-19 
and Emerging 

Viral 
Pathogens



AVS Launched 
New 
Subscription 
Membership 
Model in 2020 



2020: Generous Donation to AVS

Thanks Prof Peter White



Join us in 2022 
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